
THE NEWPORT HISTORICAL SOCIETY was chartered in 1854 to collect and preserve books, manuscripts, 

and objects pertaining to Newport’s history. The Society’s collections originated thirty years earlier as the “Southern 
Cabinet” of the Rhode Island Historical Society. By 1853, several prominent Newporters recognized the need for a 
separate organization specifically devoted to preserving the history of Newport County, and the collections of the 
Southern Cabinet were reorganized under the auspices of the Newport Historical Society. Today it is one of the 
finest local historical society collections in New England.  

October 3 - 6, 2013 
Newport and Providence, Rhode Island 

G E N E R A L  C O N F E R E N C E  I N F O R M A T I O N  

Please see www.SpectacleofToleration.org, email SpectacleofToleration@gmail.com, or call 401-846-0813. 

 

Registration: 
Please see the enclosed registration form and return it to the Newport Historical Society by September 16, 2013.  
Upon receipt of your registration, confirmation and further conference information will be sent to you.  
 
Location: 
The conference will take place on the campuses of Salve Regina University in Newport and, on Saturday afternoon 
and evening, on the campus of Brown University in Providence. Transportation will be provided between Newport 
and Providence. 

 

Walk in Registration: 
Walk in registration will be accepted for daily registration providing there are open spaces within sessions.  

 

Hotel Accommodations:  
If you need to book accommodations for the duration of the conference, the Mainstay Inn will hold rooms until  
August 22, 2013. The Hyatt Regency is also holding rooms for the conference until September 3, 2013. When 
booking, specify that you are with the Spectacle of Toleration Conference and the Newport Historical Society  

 NEWPORT  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY   

 RH O D E  ISL AN D  H IS T O R IC A L  SO C I E T Y  

 JO H N  CART E R  BRO W N  L IB R ARY ,  BRO W N  U N I VE RS I T Y  

 PE L L  CE N T E R  AT  SA L VE  RE G IN A  U N IV E R S IT Y  

G E O RG E  WASH IN G T O N  IN ST IT UT E  F O R  RE L IG IO US  FRE E D O M 

 

CONFERENCE 
 

No Person Shall Bee Any Wise Molested 
Religious Freedom, Cultural Conflict,  

and the Moral Role of the State 
 

The Spectacle of Toleration: Learning from The Lively Experiment 
 



No Person Shall Bee Any Wise Molested is a conference organized to mark the 350th anniversary of the 1663  
Rhode Island Charter; by the Newport Historical Society, the Rhode Island Historical Society, the Pell Center for International 
Relations and Public Policy, Salve Regina University, the George Washington Institute for Religious Freedom, and the John 
Carter Brown Library at Brown University. 
 

The 1663 Rhode Island Charter stipulated that “...no person...shall bee any wise molested, punished, disquieted, or called in 
question, for any differences in opinione in matters of religion.” This charter famously ignited the “lively experiment” that both 
reflected and shaped religious and political developments in the early modern world and has continued to influence global  
conversations about the role of toleration and religious freedom. The 350th anniversary of this charter provides a timely point 
of entry into a thoughtful consideration of a far larger set of questions about religious freedom in particular historical and  
present day contexts. 
 

Situated in historic Newport and Providence, Rhode Island, this conference looks at the sources, consequences, changing 
meanings, and lived experiences of religious freedom and intolerance. 
 

The conference is part of The Spectacle of Toleration: Learning from the Lively Experiment, a multi-year project that aims to 
open up an international conversation about toleration and religious freedom. In addition to the academic conference, the 

Spectacle of Toleration project plans to provide several years of public programming.  
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